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        CAROLINAS  
CROSS CONNECTION 

Upcoming Events: 

 March 3, 2018—District Joy 

Event 

 May 6, 2018—Catawba 

Valley Zone Spring Rally 

 September 21-22, 2018—

District Convention 

Carolinas District Joy Event 
“Celebrating and Moving Forward” 

Saturday, March 3, 2018             St. John’s Lutheran Church 
2126 St. John’s Church Road, Conover, NC 28613 

8:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

Theme Verse …1 Samuel 7:12 “Thus far the Lord has helped us.” 
 

Keynote Speaker 
 Mr. David Beringer, Principal–Concordia Christian Day School 

 

The LWML societies of the Catawba Valley Zone heartily invite you to join us for the 2018 

Joy Event!  Come early for registration and fellowship which begins at 8:30 a.m.  Our District 

Heart to Heart Sisters and District YWR will be on hand to meet with you; be sure to take time 

to speak with them!  The Joy Event will begin at 9:30 a.m. with a Matins Service of joyful praise. 

Moving forward into the morning, we will consider the nature of celebrations and how they fit into 

God’s plan for our lives. 
 

We are excited to have Mr. David Beringer as our keynote speaker for the day.  Mr. Beringer 

who is currently principal of Concordia Christian Day School in Conover, NC, has served in 

Christian education for 38 years.  He has spoken to District LWML gatherings in Wisconsin and 

has taken high school groups to Ghana on three mission occasions.   “Life Through the Rear 

View Mirror “ …  we are in for a treat! 
 

After a delicious lunch, every one will take part in two small-group sessions: one will be a discus-

sion session in a comfortable conference room setting; the other will be a project activity session 

relating to a mission or service project. We ask that each of you choose three service projects that 

are of interest to you.  We will do our best to see that you are placed in a group of your choice.  

Our day will end at 3:00 p.m. 
 

The Joy Event registration form appears in this issue of the Cross Connection.  The cost for this 

event is $15.00 which includes a delicious hearty luncheon.  Please send your completed registra-

tion form and check to Shelbie Baker as soon as possible.   
 

Gifts from the Heart will aid the Catawba County Pregnancy Care Center in Hickory.  The 

center is always in need of large size (5 and 6) disposable diapers. Monetary donations are always in 

fashion and very much appreciated.  Please make checks out to Carolinas District LWML.  More 

information on needs of the Center will follow in a reminder correspondence. 

 

“Move Forward” and make your reservations now; I look forward to seeing each of you!  

 
   Mary Ann Upton, Catawba Valley Zone President 
 
PS-Please bring medicine bottles with labels intact (mark out personal info) for a project. J 
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Upcoming Conventions: 

2019 — Mobile, Alabama — June 20–23 
2021 — Lexington, Kentucky — June 24–27 

Catawba Valley Zone  

Wonderful things are happening in the Prison Pen Pal Ministry! 
—Read this Exciting Inside Story—    

 

Ron is an inmate in Texas.  In his letter previously he wrote: “ I broke down and 
said, to hell with it.  I’m not going to do all this time by myself.  I thought I might as 
well kill myself and get it over with.  So that night, alone in my cell, I was getting 
ready to hang myself when I remembered that letter my niece sent me where she 
told me to pray.  I had no idea how to pray, but I did.  I prayed for the first time in 
my life.” 
 

Recently Ron graduated from the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary program in prison, and he informed us in 
his last letter “This is a unique school as it’s the only one in Texas and second only to the seminary at Angola 
prison in Louisiana.  Once I graduate, I will be sent out to another unit to minister God’s Word to the inmate 
population.  . .  I thank God for ministries such as the Dorcas Society which reaches out to men behind bars.” 
 

“I graduated May 9, 2017, and arrived at Allred Unit ten days later.  Life as one of the five field ministers here is 
very busy.  There are almost 4,000 men here, so you can imagine how much time is required to deal with the indi-
vidual needs of everyone.  The unit has a High Security, Administrative Segregation, Hospice, Medium Custody, 
and Safe-keeping, in addition to the General Population.  It’s a very big place.  I walk just over a quarter of a mile 
to the dining room.  Some days I put miles behind me with all the walking I get to do.” 
 

“I’ve been preaching a lot!  On Saturdays myself and two other of my teammates run a chapel service for the men 
in medium custody.  One of my teammates is Catholic, so we don’t let him preach at a Protestant service.  There-
fore, all the preaching falls on myself and another FM.  Next, on Sunday morning we rotate back and forth preach-
ing this service.  Then on Wednesdays and Thursdays we teach the PACE program in the Ad Seg.  PACE stands 
for Prisoners Advancing in the Correction Environment.  The rest of the time we do suicide intervention, grief 
counsel, hospice, mentoring and anything else that the chaplaincy needs done.” 
 

“I never imagined how much was going to be required of me or how much I would love doing this job.  I thank 
God for the demands placed upon me while in college.  It prepared me for the next season in my life.” 
 

“My neighbor Cordell whom everyone just calls T has been very blessed by your letters.  . . . I pray 
that your ministry continues to grow and prosper.” 
                                                                                        
A Report from the Dorcas Society of Concordia, Conover, NC, shared by Geri Halma 
 

… Upcoming event : 

      Catawba Valley Zone Rally, Sunday, May 6 2018, Trinity Hmong LC in Newton, NC  

 

Keep a joyful song ringing  in your heart to the Lord! 

Mary Ann Upton, Catawba Valley Zone President 



Mission Outreach – Your Mites in Action 

Nominations for 2018-2020 Officers 

Carolinas District LWML Goal Statement 
 

The purpose of  the Carolinas District Lutheran Women’s Missionary League is 

to be bold in the spirit by God’s grace and with love and action tell the world what 

Christ has done. 
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It is with great joy that I can report that we have paid eight of our 2016-2018 Mission Grants, and we will soon be 

paying the 9th grant as well. Grants paid include: 

 

 1.  Concordia Seminary, St. Louis MO, Food Bank 

 2.  Concordia Seminary, Fort Way, IN, Food & Clothing Co-Op 

 3.  LCMS’ South Eastern District Professional Church Work Student Assistance 

 4.  Bible Storybooks for Muslim & Arabic-Speaking Immigrant Families (Lutheran Heritage Foundation) 

 5.  MOST (Missionary Outreach to Support Travel), All Saints Lutheran Church, Charlotte, NC 

 6.  Braille Mission and Playground Equipment at Risen Christ Lutheran Church, No. Myrtle Beach, SC. 

 7.  Carolinas Reformation Celebration, Raleigh, NC, Jordan Lake Lutheran Church 

 8.  Bringing Hope in Christ to Remote Native Villages of Alaska, St. John’s Lutheran Church, Conover, NC 

 9.  Uganda Mission Teams, Resurrection Lutheran Church, Cary, NC 

 

While it’s wonderful that we have paid these grants, there are six more to be funded. Please keep your Mites com-

ing in. These grants help bring the Lord’s love and saving grace to a wide variety of people. After all, that is who 

we are and what we do - Lutheran Women in Mission using our gifts in ministry to the people of the world! 

 

Sandy Groover 

VP, Mission Outreach 

The Carolinas District Nominating Committee requests nominations for the     

following district positions: President, VP Mission Outreach, VP Christian Life, 

Treasurer, Junior Pastoral Counselor, and 3 for the Nomination Committee. Start 

thinking now about who you would like to see as officers in the Carolinas District. 

Delegates to the LWML Carolinas District Convention to be held in September of 

this year in the Western Zone will vote on candidates for these offices.  

 

Please e-mail your nominations to Nancy Nolley at ntere312@yahoo.com. 

mailto:ntere312@yahoo.com


Words from our Jr. Pastoral Counselor 
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As holidays go, Christmas and Easter seem to be the most important today,  

followed closely by Super Bowl Sunday. But it usually surprises folks to learn 

that it was not always so for Christians. While the Festival of the Resurrection 

of our Lord has always been celebrated by the Church, it shocks some to hear 

that there is no mention in Christian literature of Jesus' birthday until about 200 

AD! But there was a gift-giving holiday celebrated since the early days of   

Christendom about that time of the year, but it wasn't Christmas. It was the 

Festival of our Lord's *Epiphany*, the day when the magi from the East brought gifts to the young Jesus, born 

King of the Jews. 
 

This Epiphany Festival was (and still is) deemed so important to the church that it is given a lengthy season, as  

opposed to Christmas whose season is only 12 days long (no, all those pre-Christmas "shopping days" are actually 

part of the Advent season). The Epiphany season lasts from 3 to 8 weeks long, depending on how early Easter 

falls on that year's calendar. So this Epiphany notion must be a pretty important one for us to retain such a long 

season for it... 
 

The word "epiphany" means to 'show' or 'reveal' one's self, much like a young lady might have a sweet-16 coming-

out party. In Jesus' case, the first manifestation of His Godness was to those wise men of Babylon. Then Jesus  

reveals Himself at His baptism by John in the Jordan, kicking off His ministry of fulfilling all righteousness. Next, 

Jesus shows Himself to a select few, by calling disciples to follow Him. He manifests His Divinity to those who 

were in Cana to see Him turn water into wine. He reveals His truth in His first teachings to the gathering crowds. 
 

The Epiphany season ends with the festival of the Transfiguration, perhaps 

the most spectacular revelation of   Jesus to just the chosen 3, Peter, James 

and John on the mountain. Jesus shows some of His dazzling, heavenly glory 

to them as He speaks with those heavenly persons, Moses & Elijah. But this is 

as much revealing as anyone can handle down here on earth, as the 3 disciples 

are instructed not to share this experience until after the first Easter arrives. 
 

Well...just what is the importance of this season of revealing for us today? 

First, it helps us be reminded of just how Jesus has chosen to reveal Himself to each of us in our lives. He first 

showed His love to most of us at the font, washing us with water & word, cleansing our hearts that the filthy flood 

from the font would take all our sins to Him on the cross. Next, Jesus manifest His love to us through His gospel 

love which we learned in Sunday School and heard preached from the pulpit, that Jesus would come right into our 

ears, that, by believing, we would be receiving His salvation. And when we were ready, Jesus showed Himself to us 

in a wondrous sacrament of communion, giving us His body & blood in simple bread & wine for our forgiveness. 
 

So, what does this mean for us when we want to show Jesus to other people? Well, it doesn't 

mean you have to go to seminary or preach like Paul. But consider that you are the very best   

person on earth to share just what Jesus has done for you! You are given by God to reveal Jesus' 

work in your life, how He has loved you even at your least-loveable, how He has forgiven you 

when you haven't deserved it, how He has saved you from death & the devil, how He has 

strengthened your faith in times of crisis, and how He has given you life everlasting in paradise! 

 

Pastor John C. Drosendahl  



Mission of the Quarter 
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We are in need of  April/May/June MOQ!  Please apply!! 
 

If you have a mission opportunity that you would like to apply for a Mission of the Quarter please contact Marga-

ret White, Mission of the Quarter Chairman, at mwhite15@embarqmail.com or call 252-430-4353 for more infor-

mation.  You can find the MOQ form on our Carolinas District website at http://carolinaslwml.webs.com/

mission-grants. 

 Please remember the new deadline for MOQ money to be sent in to the financial secretary…15 days after the 

end of the quarter! 

We continue to pray for our MOQ projects.  Thank you for supporting these mission activities and may we con-

tinue to be the hands and feet of Jesus to those in need! 
 

January/February/March 2018—Hand of Hope Pregnancy Center, Fuquay-Varina, NC 

Hand of Hope Pregnancy Center is committed to being a voice for the voiceless, sharing Christ in a real way to 

expectant parents, regardless of the outcome.  Donations will be used as a part of their “earn as you learn” parent-

ing classes.  Classes are taught to moms and dads in a student-driven format to prepare them for the new life join-

ing their family.  As they take classed they earn “parenting bucks” that permit them to receive the donated items 

that members of Jordan Lutheran Church contribute to the center.  This ensures that parents are being equipped 

as well as receiving the items they need to welcome a precious gift from the Lord into their homes.  Life has great 

value at all of its many stages. 

 Thoughts from your YWR… 

Hello fellow Lutheran Women in Mission! It's been a pleasure to be the YWR for the Carolinas the past 

year and continuing. It's been a busy year for me just as I know it's been a busy year for you all as well. 

Currently, I am still working on my BS in Elementary Education, and I am planning on joining the 4+1 

Masters Program that App State has to get my Masters while I am still an undergraduate. Other than school work, 

the Ladies here at Trinity Hmong Lutheran Church and I are planning to take part in the Joy Event that will be 

on March 3rd. We are excited about it as the H2H Sisters, Yeng Yang and Pang Yang, will be leading an engaging 

art activity for those in their project group and I was asked to lead a Bible Study discussion group as well. If you 

are in my group, I hope you're excited as I am to engage in some lively discussion! Trinity Hmong LWML will also 

be hosting the Catawba Valley Zone Rally on May 6. This will be a first time for us, so please do come and join us 

as we gather together to enjoy delicious refreshments made by Trinity Hmong Lutheran Church. We hope to see 

you all there! God be with you all!  

 

Coua Yang, Carolinas District YWR   

From the LWML website…        Mite Report 
 

The 2017-2019 fiscal period is April 1, 2017 to March 31, 2019 

Mission Goal: $ 2,075,000.00 

Received as of  December 31, 2017: $ 692,492.75 

Total Mites Still Needed: $ 1,382,507.25 

mailto:mwhite15@embarqmail.com


Page 6 Volume 71 Issue 1 

CAROLINAS DISTRICT LWML JOY EVENT 

St. John’s Lutheran Church    *         *         *          *         *   March 3, 2018 
2126 St John’s Lutheran Church Road, Conover, NC 28613 

 
Hotel Information     *       *       *      Directions      *       *       *      Registration Form 

 

Hotel Reservation Information:        
     Holiday Inn Express & Suites Conover             The rate is $97.00 for a standard room: 

        104 10th St NW, Conover, NC 28613                   2 queen beds, 4 persons, breakfast included.  
                Phone: (828) 465-7070                                   Room tax is not included.  The block rate will be 
Call the Holiday Inn directly for reservations.           held open until Feb 2.  However, the hotel will 
         Ask for the LWML Joy Event rate.                 accept reservations at the LWML Joy Event rate  
         after Feb 2 as long as rooms remain available. 

Directions: 
To St. John’s ... I-40 to exit 132 toward NC-16… turn left onto NC-16 N (use right lane) … 
         in 0.3 mi. turn right onto NC-16 N/1st Ave N, stay right ...  
         in 0.9 mi. turn right onto St. John’s Church Rd … church will be on the left in 0.5 mi. 
 

To the Holiday Inn Express … I-40 to exit 132 toward NC-16… turn left onto NC-16 N (use left  
        lane) … in 0.3 mi. turn left onto NC-business 16 S/1st Ave N …  in 0.6 mi.  turn  right  
        on 10th St. NW.  Holiday Inn will be on the right. 
 

-     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -   -     -        c     u     t       h     e     r     e           -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -      
 

REGISTRATION FORM:              Registration Fee: $15.00 

   Name __________________________________________________________ 

   Address ________________________________________________________ 

   City, State, Zip ___________________________________________________ 

   Phone (______)_____________  Email address ________________________ 

   Society ___________________________ Zone ________________________ 
   

 Indicate with numbers your first three choices for an afternoon project session: 

____ Quilt tacking                                  ____ Pill bottle project - removing labels 

____ Clothing protectors for Bethesda  ____ Prison ministry cards and letters 

____ H 2 H Sisters art project               ____ Making and filling bags for shut-ins 
 

Make checks payable to CAROLINAS DISTRICT LWML, memo - Joy Event.  

Please send completed registration form and $15.00 registration fee by February 20, 2018, to: 
 

     Shelbie Baker 
           2229 St John's Church Road NE     

           Conover, NC 28613                

https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&rls=en&q=holiday+inn+express+%26+suites+conover+hickory+area+phone&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjyyuCf_P3XAhVD8CYKHaZrC4MQ6BMIsgEwEA
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&rls=en&q=Holiday+Inn+and+Suites,Conover+NC&ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8
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Special Focus Ministries 

A New LWML Group – A New Style Meeting  
 

Trinity Hmong  Lutheran Church organized its LWML group a bit over a year ago. Eight ladies from Trinity at-
tended the local Catawba Valley Zone Rally in May of 2016; ten came to the Carolinas District Retreat in August 
of that year.  Formal organization followed soon after.   In February of 2017 eighteen members of Trinity attended 
a bi-zone LWML “Pep Rally” held at Augustana in Hickory.  Trinity Pastor Zang Yang is very supportive of the 
new LWML group.  They actively collect mites for missions and held a very successful egg roll sale in July… most 
delicious product!  We will inform you of their next sale! 
 

Our District Young Woman Representative to the National Convention in Albuquerque, NM, in August of 2017 is 
Coua Yang of Trinity.  Two Heart to Heart Sisters from Trinity attended the convention as well, Pang Yang and 
Yeng Yang. 
 

The Trinity LWML meets quarterly. Young children come along so that their mothers can attend.  Meetings are 
Saturdays at noon; light lunch is served (Asian noodle soup in January).   Because some ladies are not fluent in 
English, the devotions are in both English and Hmong.  Hmong Bibles are used.  Business discussions are in both 
Hmong and English.  Trinity LWML ladies are in charge of several aspects of the upcoming District Joy Event, 
March 3.  They will also host the Catawba Valley Zone Rally on May 6.  Within their church they are looking at 
means to improve the Sunday School effectiveness and ways to acquire items for worship. 
 

Pray for Trinity Hmong LWML!  Pray for all of our Lutheran Women in Mission groups!  Pray for the vision to 
try new things and involve new women in new and different ways! 
 
Mary Ann Upton 
VP Special Focus Ministries Chair 


